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COCAINE:  THE  BIG  LIE 


Over  the  past  five  years,  cocaine  use  has  skyrocketed.  On  the  heels  of 
this  increased  use  has  come  an  alarming  increase  in  emergency  room 
admissions— and  deaths— due  to  cocaine  abuse. 

Cocaine’s  casualties  include  Americans  from  all  walks  of  life.  However, 
prominent  persons  who’ve  suffered  from  cocaine  abuse  have  focused 
national  media  attention  on  the  problem. 

Despite  this  attention,  cocaine  abuse  grows. 

Why  such  an  attraction  to  a  drug  whose  dangers  are  known  and 
documented?  Perhaps  because  of  popular  beliefs  about  cocaine.  Beliefs 
that  are,  in  fact,  lies. . . 


LIE  #f;  Cocaine  is  not  addicting. 

The  truth  is  cocaine  may  be  our  most  addictive  drug.  Regular  users  report  an 
uncontrollable  craving  for  cocaine  that  resembles  a  starving  person’s  craving 
for  food.  Cocaine  “hunger”  overrides  any  other  need.  Test  animals  given 
unlimited  access  to  cocaine  will  prefer  it  over  sex,  food  and  water— even  to 
the  point  of  death. 

Cocaine  addiction  can  trap  anyone.  No  matter  how  strong-willed,  how  moral 
or  how  educated,  and  despite  a  history  of  controlled  use  of  other  drugs,  over¬ 
whelming  evidence  shows  that  regular  cocaine  users  are  likely  to  become  co¬ 
caine  abusers. 


LIE  #2:  Cocaine  can’t  be  harmful. 

South  American  Indians  have  used  it  for 
thousands  of  years  without  apparent  harm. 

The  truth  is  cocaine  is  harmful.  For  centuries  South  American  Indians  have 
chewed  the  coca  leaf,  from  which  cocaine  is  derived.  But  the  coca  leaf  is  a 
far  cry  from  the  cocaine  that  is  snorted,  injected,  or  smoked  (“Freebase”  or 
“Crack”). 

A  coca  leaf  contains  only  a  trace  of  pure  cocaine— in  fact,  it  takes  nearly  six 
ounces  of  coca  leaves  to  produce  a  single  gram  of  pure  cocaine!  So,  while 
chewing  coca  leaves  may  produce  cocaine-like  problems,  the  problems  are 
not  as  great  when  compared  to  the  damage  from  using  true  cocaine. 


LIE  #3:  Cocaine  can’t  kill  you. 

The  truth  is  cocaine  can  kill  you.  Between  1981  and  1984,  when  cocaine  use 
rose  dramatically,  hospital  emergency-room  admissions  for  cocaine  abuse  rose 
253%!  Cocaine-related  deaths  rose  by  almost  300%!  Cocaine  deaths  have  been 
traced  to  major  convulsions,  brain  damage,  and  heart  attack  trauma  that  have 
struck  even  first-time  users.  Also,  the  severe  depression  often  accompanying 
cocaine  withdrawal  has  prompted  an  alarming  number  of  cocaine  users  to  at¬ 
tempt,  and  too  often  to  commit  suicide. 


LIE  #4;  Cocaine  can  enhance  creativity, 
productivity  and  athletic  ability. 

The  truth  is  that  all  cocaine  “ enhances ”  is  self-delusion.  Cocaine  users  only 
think  they  perform  better  under  the  drug’s  influence.  When  tested,  however, 
they  show  confusion,  overconfidence  unmatched  by  performance  and,  in  the 
final  analysis,  decreased  productivity.  As  they  continue  to  use  cocaine  and 
dependency  increases  users  show  less  and  less  interest  in  work,  study  or  social 
activity.  Their  main  (and  eventually  sole)  concern  becomes  cocaine. 


LIE  #5;  Cocaine  is  an  aphrodisiac. 

The  truth  is  cocaine  use  often  results  in  impotence  and  frigidity.  Cocaine’s  initial 
effects,  including  increased  heartbeat  and  rise  in  body  temperature,  give  the 
illusion  of  sexual  arousal.  But  no  scientific  proof  exists  that  cocaine  is  the  “love 
drug.’’  Cocaine  abusers  typically  show  little,  if  any,  interest  in  sex. 


LIE  #6:  Cocaine  use  is  glamorous. 

The  truth  is  instead  of  buying  a  piece  of  the  Glamorous  Life,  they’ve  found  they’ve 
bought  into  a  habit  that’s  cost  them  their  jobs,  their  families— even  their  lives. 
Cocaine’s  expensive— a  gram  costs  nearly  four  to  eight  times  a  gram  of  gold! 
Its  recreational  use  became  associated  with  those  who  could  pay  its  price;  the 
“jet  setters,’’  the  “trend  setters,”  the  people  we  never  meet  but  always  read 
about.  The  people  whose  lives  we  glamorize  and  who  many  of  us,  in  any  way 
we  can,  would  like  to  emulate. 

Cocaine’s  association  with  the  Glamorous  Life  has  seduced  many  people  into 
paying  cocaine’s  price. 

Ask  a  survivor  of  cocaine  abuse  and  he  or  she  will  be  the  first  to  tell  you  that 
cocaine’s  promise  of  glamour  may  be  cocaine’s  biggest  lie. 

In  the  final  analysis,  there’s  only  one  truth  to  cocaine  use— it’s  never  any  good. 
If  you’ve  never  tried  cocaine,  or  you’ve  tried  it  and  think  you  may  want  to  try 
it  again,  you  need  to  know  the  truth.  Your  life  may  depend  on  it. 
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A  Special  Message  to  the  User 


If  you’re  a  cocaine  abuser,  we  don’t  have  to  tell  you  that  cocaine  lies.  Yet,  you 
can’t  stop.  And  maybe  that’s  because  you’re  hung  up  on  another  lie— that  life 
with  cocaine,  as  bad  as  it  is,  beat’s  living  life  without  cocaine. 

What  a  horrible  lie!  Horrible  because  it  keeps  you  from  getting  the  message 
that’s  enabled  literally  thousands  of  former  cocaine  abusers  to  enjoy  life, 
cocaine  free: 


Life  without  cocaine  is  wonderful.  And,  just  as  we  know  it,  we  can  prove  it. 
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For  information  on 
•  cocaine  dependency 
•  treatment  resources 
•  self-help  groups 

can:  1-800-445-COKE 

Outside  Illinois  call:  1-800-662-HELP 

■  Need  a  speaker? 

Call  (312)  917-3840 
Public  Information  Office 
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